                       Chapter 18: The City Of Snakes
" Celia!," Zidane called. " Are you okay?"
        " I can't go any further," Celia said on her knees and hands taking in deep breaths. Zidane couldn't carry Celia too since he was already carrying Eiko.
        He gave out a deep sigh." All right we'll take a 15 minute break," Zidane said crossing his legs and leaning back on both of his hands on the sandy ground after placing Eiko gently down on the ground with her head on his knee.
        After a moment of silence Celia spoke up. " Why do we all have to find her?," Celia asked sweating from the suns rays.
        Zidane looked at her, unease. " What do you mean?"
        " She's back at her hometown right? I mean you were planning to take her back home weren't you? Now she's back home," Celia said making her point.
        " That's not where she belongs. She doesn't belong with Rellion," Zidane said angry remembering the look on Missy's face when she left.
        " Then who does she belong to? Are you saying that she belongs to ...you?," she asked trying make eye contact with Zidane but Zidane had his head down and his bangs were blocking his eyes.
        Zidane gripped the sand in his hand. " No...She’s not an item. She doesn't belong to anyone," Zidane said bringing his head up. " And...That’s why I'm going to rescue her from Rellion's hands."
        " Hey Zidane!," Saul called. " Is...Is that a town over there or am I just seeing things?," Saul asked looking over to a bunch of buildings and houses in the distance.
        Zidane turned towards the direction Saul was looking at, surprised. " T-That is a town."
        " That's funny I didn't remember seeing the town there before," Celia said.
        Zidane bent down towards Eiko and carried her onto his back. " Let's go," Zidane said jogging over to the town.

*************************************************************

 Rellion opened the big white doors leading into an empty room only showing an empty bed. "Where is she?"
        He continued to look around the room until he noticed the glass sliding door opened. He walked over to the glass sliding door to see Missy on the balcony looking up at the sky dreamily.
        " I should've told him where I was going to be held at," I told myself still thinking about him.
        " You should've told who?," Rellion asked walking out to the balcony.
        I spun around surprised. " Rellion?"
        " Why didn't you come down stairs?," Rellion asked.
        " I didn't want--AHH!," I fell to the ground in pain as the choker around my neck shocked me.
        " Wrong answer," Rellion said holding a small remote in his hand. " You see the beautiful piece around your neck is an electrical shocker."
        I lifted myself off the ground on my hands and knees still in pain until the choker shock me again sending me back to the ground. But this time I wasn't able to even lift my head. My whole body was in pain.
        Rellion bent to my side and leaned forward to kiss me on my cheek. " When you gain control of your body go down to the living room," Rellion said standing back up and walking out leaving me on the ground of the balcony.

*************************************************************

        " Who dares to enter Faniloa?," asked the guard standing on the right side of the gate leading into the town called Faniloa.
        " I'm Zidane. And I wish to find a place to stay for awhile so this girl could rest," Zidane answered holding Eiko in his arms.
        " You must see the king before you can stay. I will lead you to him," the guard answered opening up the gates to reveal the town. We walked into the town following the guard.
        ' How strange...there's nobody on the streets,' Zidane thought looking around cautiously. All there was were town homes and shops and buildings on each side of the street but no one to be seen.
        " Were almost there," the guard explained not looking back at them.
        " This place gives me the creeps," Celia said making sure the guard didn't hear her while following close behind Zidane.
        " I know. So stay on your guard," Zidane answered.
        They continued to walk down the street not seeing a glimpse of anybody that lived in the town.
        " Whoa!," Saul exclaimed surprised on how big the castle was. The suns rays reflected off the castles walls making it glimmer.
        The guard walked them to the castle doors walking pass a pair of soldiers. " Were here," the guard said looking back at them.
        Zidane and the group stood there waiting for the guard to open the doors and guide them but he didn't.
        " Follow the red carpet," the guard told them walking back to the town.
        " Aren't you going to guide us or something," Saul asked the guard.
        " No way," the guard said a bit scared.
        " I'll go in," Zidane said with a serious face on. " Saul I want you to watch Eiko. I'll talk to the king."
        Saul nodded his head taking Eiko out of Zidane's arms.
        Zidane placed his hand on the handle getting ready to push it open when Celia blocked his way.
        " You can't go in there by yourself. Everything about this town is weird. There's no body in the town maybe there's a reason why," Celia said with a scared face.
        " It's better for me to go in then you guys," Zidane answered confident. Celia slowly moved away from him with an unease look.
        Zidane pushed open the doors revealing a bright red carpet leading to a throne at a far away distance with two guards standing on each side of the throne with spears. Zidane walked in after taking a couple of seconds but as soon as he walked in the doors quickly shut itself behind him. Zidane turned around towards the door to see who shut it but when no one was there he turned back around to face the throne with a cautious look. He couldn't really make out the person sitting on the throne since he was too far away.
        " Your highness I-," Zidane started but got interrupted.
        " Don't tell me. Your Zidane and you wish to stay here for a while," the person on the throne explained.
        " Um...yes," Zidane answered walking closer to the throne to see the king.
        " Stop!," the person on the throne shouted causing Zidane to stop. The lights then dimmed down. " Don't walk any closer."
        " But...," Zidane started but got interrupted again.
        " You...Your soul tells me your searching for some one named Missy am I right?," the person on the throne explained.
        Zidane's eyes widened. ' How did he know?'
        " Zidane...is that you?," a female voice asked from behind him.
        ' That voice...it's-' Zidane thought until someone laid their hand on shoulder from behind him.
        Zidane turned around and his mouth dropped in shock. " M-Missy?! But...how?!"
        " Zidane," she called falling into an embrace with him. " I missed you." She said holding him close.
        " Missy...," Zidane whispered softly with a saddened face. But Zidane's expression suddenly changed. He whacked Missy's hand that had a knife behind his back away and jumped back drawing out his dagger. He stood in his fighting stance with an angry face on. " Who are you?"
        The person on the throne then started to laugh. " You ssssilly child."
        " Give me a kissss," Missy said with a snake like tongue coming out of her mouth. Her eyes then turned yellow and sharp.
        " Wha?!," Zidane said moving back. " Your a snake!"
        " SSSSSo I am," she answered staring at Zidane. Her legs suddenly changed into a long green scaly tail along with her whole body. She was the size of a normal human. " I guess the illusion shield died down. Oh well..."
        The castle suddenly revealed nothing except holes in the wall and a wooden floor instead of a tiled floor. The throne was no longer there so was the guards.
        " WATCH OUT!," Zidane saw Saul shoot a medal rock from his sling shot to the back of Zidane hitting the gigantic cobra's eye.
        " SSSISSS!," the snake sissed violently shaking its head.
        Celia then jumped kick the snake that impersonated Missy and did a back flip, landing on her feet in a fighting stance.
        " Saul! Celia!," Zidane said shock.
        " Zidane!," Celia said pointing up to the cobra who had it's mouth open towards Zidane.
        " BBUURRNN!," the cobra yelled as fire shot out of his mouth towards Zidane. Zidane quickly brought his arms up to cover his face.
        " REFLECT!," Eiko yelled casting reflect (a shield) on Zidane blocking the fire that the cobra sent to the Zidane.
        " Thanks!," Zidane called. " Now it's my turn." Zidane jumped up onto the cobra's head as soon as the cobra tried to stab Zidane with it's fangs. Zidane stabbed his dagger into the Cobra's head causing the cobra to "sis" in pain. The cobra then started to slam his head through the wooden walls trying to knock Zidane off.
        Zidane held tightly to the dagger that was stabbed into the cobras head trying to not fall off. The Cobra continued to thrash the walls as the pain from the dagger continued to sting the Cobra.
        Finally the cobra collapsed to the ground. Zidane took in deep breaths as sweat ran down his face. He drew his dagger out of the cobra's head, stepping off the cobra.
        Are you guys okay?," Zidane asked with his hands on his knees while continuing to breathe in deeply.
        " Yeah," Saul answered.
        " Master," the snake that impersonated Missy called slithering up to the fallen Cobra. " This is the first time anybody was able to defeat him."
        Zidane stared over at her as she continued to slide her scaly hand over the cobra's head. " If he didn't attack us he would probably be still alive."
        " Lord Sidluca Jaku ordered him to because you kept interfering with his plans to kidnap to Missy. That reminds me Missy's being held at the floating city, Deltoran."
        " Floating city?," Zidane repeated.
        " If your planning to rescue her you better hurry. She's getting married to Rellion in less then a week," she said not turning back towards him.
        " What?!," Zidane said shock.
        " Good luck..." she said turning her head a little towards Zidane and slithering into a hole made in the wooden ground.
        " Wait!," Zidane called but the snake was gone. " Married?!"

*************************************************************

 I stood at the top of the stairs glaring down at Rellion who sat on a couch by a table with a bunch of papers and a lady on the other side trying to explain about the invitations. He looked up at me with a smile.
        " Come down dear. The wedding planner is here," he called.
        I slowly walked down the stairs with my hand sliding down the railing. I almost tripped on the last couple of steps still feeling weak from the shock but was able to catch my fall. I walked over to him not wanting to look at him and stared at the table of paper.
        " Why don't you sit down next to me," he said.
        I closed my eyes disgusted and grinned my teeth a little. I slowly walked over to Rellion and sat at least a foot from him. But then he ended up scooting in closer to me and wrapping his arm around my waist.
        " Wow you guy's make the cutest couple," she complemented with a smile.
        " Yes we get that a lot. Don't we dear?," Rellion said.
        " Yes," I answered staring down at my hands on my lap.
        " All right. Should we discuss on what invitations you guys would like to give out?," the lady asked.
        " Yes," Rellion answered.
        The lady started to describe the invitations but I wasn't paying any attention to her at all. Just knowing I was getting married to Rellion scared me. Marriage is for a lifetime. I'm not ready for that kind of commitment. Please hurry...

