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by Sephiroth AKA JuL$




Chapter 4: The Oracles in the Mountain


Blair woke up with a jump when he heard a loud bang. Tina had dropped her bags beside the table and was looking at Blair.


“Did you have to do that?” he asked.


She smiled at him, looked down at the table and said, “Breakfast.”


Blair jumped to his feet and saw Blaze at the other end of the table gobbling bacon off his plate. 


He rushed and sat beside him stuffing his face with the first thing he grabbed.


“Pigs,” said Tina who remembered her manners and used the fork and knife.


Leo appeared outside his room and called out, “Blaze, come here. I want you to have something.”


Blaze looked curious as he stopped and dropped his food onto the plate and gulped what was left in his mouth.


Tina and Blair were staring at each other, also wondering what Leo had to offer. 


Meanwhile, in Leo’s room, Blaze was watching Leo as he pulled out something from underneath his bed. He pulled out a large case and opened it. Inside it was a magnificent buster sword. Blaze’s jaw dropped and he stared at it in awe.


“This was given to me by my father when I was eighteen. It was the sword I used in the Great War when I was able to fight. It helped me survive even in the most dangerous situations. I want you to have it.”


He handed the sword to him with two hands.


“DAMN, this is a beauty.”


“Yeah, I know. She’s all yours now.”


Blaze backed away and swung it around a little bit.


“It feels so light.”


“I said the same thing when I first wielded it,” replied Leo. “Oh, give these to your friend Tina.”
 
He handed Blaze some iron claws, a bow with ten arrows, a small knife, and a dagger.


Blaze, still holding his sword, laid it on Leo’s bed and dashed out to get his bag.

He brought his bag back to Leo’s room a minute later and pulled out some rope. Leo, who was rummaging through his closet, stopped to see what Blaze was doing.


Blaze tied the sword around his bag using the rope.


He grabbed the other weapons, swung his bag around his back and left Leo alone in his room.


Back at the table, Tina and Blaze were talking and soon saw Blaze walking down the hallway with the weapons. He handed all the weapons to Tina and sat back down to finish his breakfast. 


Tina, whose are were full of weapons, dropped them all into her bag beside the table and continued eating.

************************************************************************

Blair, Blaze, and Tina were all standing outside of Leo’s house talking. Blair told Blaze and Tina everything he had talked about with Leo last night. After hearing his speech, Blaze and Tina became utterly interested.

“So your friend’s sword, well your sword now, is the Mystical Sword?” asked Blaze to Blair.

“Yeah.”

“And we’re going into the mountains to talk to oracles?” Tina said wonderingly.

“Yeah.”

She threw another question at him saying, “We are also going past the mountains to the west where Barlow is right?”

“Yeah.”

“Will we be sleeping in a cave?” Blaze asked.

“Well… Blaze, your question was kind of unnecessary.”

 The three of them started walking to the mountains, when a shout stopped them. Leo was at his house waving goodbye to them. They all waved back and continued their journey.

As they moved closer to the center of the mountains, the climate gradually became cooler. Soon, the ground became icy, and as they walked, the snow underneath their feet came to knee height. A blizzard was starting and soon the weather became so terrible that they could barely see where they were going.

After an hour of dread and uncertainty on where they were going, Tina started panicking.

“It’ll be okay. I’m here if you need me,” said Blaze comforting her.

Blair and looked through the distance and finally saw what he was searching for.

“We are almost there. I can see it,” he said which raised their hopes.


After much walking through the snow, they finally reached the mountain.


“Damn, the walking part was supposed to be the easy one. Now we gotta climb this sucker,” said Blaze.


Blair paid no attention and looked up to see the cave Rizor (in the flashback) and Leo had told him about.


“Well, we better start moving,” he said.


They climbed and climbed for an hour.


Along the way, Blair kept reminding Tina, “There is shelter up there. Don’t worry. We’ll be alright.”


They finally reached the cave at the top.


Blair paced inside while Tina and Blaze entered cautiously.


The cave seemed dark at first, but Blair took a close look and saw a light in the distance. He ran closer to the light with Blaze and Tina trailing his path. The light became more vivid and he soon realized that it was a room.


He entered the room to see his father and his mother sitting at a table together in what looked like his home.


“Father! Mother!”


Tina and Blaze looked at them with amaze.


Suddenly, their appearance changed and out of his parents’ bodies emerged many oracles.


The room had also changed and they were now in a chamber lit with torches and a throne in the center.


An oracle in the form of a man was sitting on the throne and spoke to Blair directly, “Welcome, Blair. We are the oracles. We know what you seek.”


“WE need your help,” said Blair.


“You want us to help you win this war between mankind?”


“Exactly.” said Blair very straightforward. “We need you to restore the power to the Mystical Sword so we can give it to the chosen one on OUR side to win this war.”


“Blair… you don’t understand, do you? YOU are the chosen one. It was meant to go to you, the son of Terran.”


“What are you talking about? My father’s name isn’t Terran. He doesn’t have amnesia…”


“You will understand later…”


“… C-Can we just… get the power back into this thing,” he said, pulling the sword out of his bag and handing it too them.


“You do not know what will happen if we give this power to you, do you?”


Blair shook his head.


“All the oracles will lose their powers and become one with the sword… You see, it takes all of us to create this power and all we become is a weapon of mass destruction.”


“…But this is to save OUR (meaning mine and yours) planet.”


“We will do this for that sake, but you must destroy the sword after you do this… Do you understand?”


Blaze interrupted, “Is there any other way than killing yourselves? Cant you come out of the sword before we destroy it.”


“No, it is our wish to be erased from this dimension and enter the next.”


Blaze became silent.


The oracles were now looking in Blaze direction.


“I see inside of you. You have an incredible amount of faith and courage, Blaze. For that, we grant you the same power we did to Leo.”


Blaze found himself shaking so hard. He then witnessed the power. 


“I feel different… both spiritually and physically,” he said as he stopped shaking.


Tina was looking at Blaze and was standing behind Blair.


“You,” he said pointing at her, “Step forward.”


Tina was obviously frightened. Blaze and Blair could see the look of horror on her face.


The oracle suddenly spoke, “You must search for the courage in you. Believing that anything is possible gives you hope. Hope becomes faith and faith becomes courage.”


Tina stopped shaking and looked eye to eye with the oracle.


Blair stepped in front of her and said, “I’ve been thinking… And I realize that your downfall is for the greater good and answers the desires to both our races… Can you please do this for us?” 


He handed the sword to the oracle.


“Very well,” he replied with his eyes back on Blair. “Goodbye and good luck.”


Tina and Blaze nodded as a sign of thanks.


All the oracles in the room closed their eyes including the oracle leader.


In a flash, there was a great light that almost blinded the three of them. A great light filled the room. After a few seconds, the chamber was empty except for a glowing sword that lied on the throne.


Blair picked it up and a holy light shot out of the end.


“Whoa!” he cried.


“Keep it in your bag!” shouted Blaze.


He stuffed the sword in his bag and the light disappeared.


“We’ll camp here until the blizzard stops,” said Blaze.


Tina sighed with relief.


The blizzard went on and on. It lasted for hours and halfway through the night.


Blair and Tina were still awake while Blaze had fallen asleep a few hours ago.


“You know Blair, you’re not that bad of a guy,” Tina said lying on the floor of the chamber.


Blair had to smile. There was no way of stopping it. “Thanks,” he replied gleefully.


“Is the almighty Terran really your father?” she asked changing the subject.


“I had never heard of Terran before Leo told me,” he said truthfully.


“Well…”


“I always thought his name was Rhames. That’s what Mother called him anyways.”


“Well… I was wondering if uh…”


“You should get some rest,” he said with his back against the wall ignoring what she was about to ask. “We have a long walk ahead of us tomorrow.”


“You’re right,” she replied. 


She turned her body using her bag as a pillow, shut her eyes, and dozed off.


Blair did the same but couldn’t seem to get any rest. Something was bothering him. Was his father really Terran? Though, he did not know it, his question would soon be answered.

