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by Sephiroth AKA JuL$




Chapter 6: Western Squad Attacks


Bang! Bang! Bang! Boom!


Blair opened his eyes to see that six soldiers had just broken the chamber door down and were swarming their room. 


Tina was wide awake while Blaze was still snoring.


The soldiers gathered around their beds.


“We are here to mug you,” said one of the soldiers with a devilish grin.


Three of the soldiers grabbed their bags, each holding one. The three soldiers dashed out of the room with evil smiles on their faces.


One of the soldiers still in the room was watching Blaze still sleeping and fired a bullet above his head. “Wake up, dammit!”


Blaze was still heavily asleep. 


The soldier walked over to his bedside and kicked him in the stomach.


“Damn you, b****!” said Blaze just opening his eyes in horror to see a gun pointing at him. 


“Oh sh**,” thought Blair. “I left the Mystical Sword in the bag. Dammit!”


He was thinking and almost looked as though he were panicking. Tina was staring at him with curiosity.


The three remaining soldiers were just about to shoot and were aiming at the three of them… “Goodbye,” said the soldier pointing his gun at Blair.


At that exact moment, five men with swords emerged from door and began stabbing the soldiers in the back.


“Hello, Blair!” said one of the men.


Blair knew exactly who it was: his father.


“Dad! What are you doing here?” cried Blair.


“I’ll explain later. Hurry, Ragna’s Western Squad is ravaging the city! We need to get out of here!”


He grabbed Blair’s arm and the dashed out the door with the four other men and Blaze and Tina trailing behind. 


Outside of the inn, soldiers were swarming and people were running chaotically in random directions. Blair could see a fire starting at the mayor’s palace.


“Oh no! The mayor!” cried Blaze from behind. 


Blair could hear gunshots behind him and turned to see if Blaze and Tina were alright. 


His father and the four other men were heading up to the north gate. 


Suddenly, a piece of debris landed in front of Tina causing her to trip. 


Blaze stopped to pick her, but a bullet soared out of nowhere and hit him in the back. He fell to his knees...


Blair ran behind and helped Tina to her feet. 


Gunshots were coming their way and the piece of debris which had tripped Tina came from a building about to collapse beside them. Blair and Tina were trying to pick Blaze up, but he was too much for them causing them to go very slowly. 


Blaze’s dad and the four other men came back to help which speeded them up greatly. 


The building collapsed and the eight of them narrowly missed it. The smoke from the collapsed building had also made the soldiers lose their target and shoot them.


They soon reached the North Gate which was guarded by two of Ragna’s Western Squad soldiers.

The guards began shooting at them, bullets narrowly missing. 


Blair’s father dropped Blaze’s head and charged at one of the guards. 


“No, Rhames!” cried one of the five men and dropped Blaze’s right arm.


He dove in front of Blair’s father and was shot three times. This gave enough time for Blair’s father to grab one of the soldier’s necks and strangle him.


The other guard was shooting at Blair’s father, but missed and hit his comrade.


In the back, Tina dropped Blaze’s legs leaving Blair and the three others carrying him. She reached into her pocket and threw the knife Leo had given to her at the soldier aiming for Blair’s father right in his left eye. 


The soldier began moaning and screaming pulling the knife out of his eye. 


Blair’s father had reached for the strangled soldier’s gun and was shooting the other soldier (who was moaning) constantly until he fell to the ground and did not move anymore. 

Blair’s father opened the gate, stared down upon the dead man who saved his life, and gave somewhat of a salute.

Blair and his father, Tina, and the others brought Blaze through the gate and fled the town getting away as far and quickly as they can. After carrying Blaze about a mile away from the town, they entered a small forest where they all agreed to rest. 

They laid Blair on the ground and all of them except Blair began searching for firewood.

Blair was standing on a boulder nearby watching the town of Barlow burn from the flames. 

He heard the crunch of twigs and looked back at the campsite. 

Blaze was rolling around on his back, eyes wide open. Blair headed over to him and said, “You okay?”

Blaze managed to grumble and say, “Why the hell does it always happen to me?”

Blair gave a small laugh and looked deeper into the small forest to see Tina, his father, and the other holding firewood. 

************************************************************************


Around the camp fire, everyone was thinking about the recent and terrible event that had just happened, but not saying a word about it except for Blaze.


“What the hell happened after I was gunned down? I know I was unconscious and all, but seriously, what the hell happened?” he would say ever now and then.


They would all ignore him and keep the silence around the fire going. 


Questions were burning inside of Blair in the meantime and he was figuring out which one to ask first. After ten minutes of complete silence, Blair blurted, “Who are you guys (pointing at the three men)?”


Instead of hearing what they had to say, his father answered for them. “This is Pablo,” he said pointing at the shortest one with darkest skin and black hair.


“Please to meet you,” he said.


Blair’s father continued and pointed at the tallest one with blonde hair, “This is Ross. He is a doctor.”

“Hello,” he said cheerfully.

“And him,” he said pointing at the last guy who was black. “This is B.G.”

“My real name is Billy Gene, but I prefer B.G.” he said delighted.

“Who was that one guy back there?” asked Blair directly to his father.

“Uh… That was O’Riley,” he replied.

 Before Blair could answer his next question, his father answered it. “I became hostage after Tribal was burnt down. Rizor was also one of them. I don’t know what happened to him though… He was trying to protect us. After that, I fled Tribal with your mother, but soldiers caught up to us and…your mother was killed…They took me as a hostage instead and gave me sleeping gas. Next thing I know, I am at the headquarters. I was in the same cell as O’Riley who was also a hostage.”

“How did you get out?” asked Blair.

“These guys brought me to Port Salon,” said Blair’s father pointing at the three men. “They were rebellious soldiers and decided to take me and O’Riley out of the cell.”

“That’s weird…” Blair heard himself say. “Why would they wanna keep Port Salon safe rather than destroy it?”

“Beats me,” said Blair’s father glancing at the three men who looked clueless.

“How did you get to Barlow and how did you find me there?”

“These ex-soldiers brought us (me and O’Riley) to Barlow by orders from Ragna. I believe he was using us as a sign to attack Barlow, but I am uncertain. Well, anyways, during the attack, these soldiers rebelled… Oh, and I found out about you when I was talking to the bartender across from the inn. He said you kinda weird.”

“Oh…” said Blair sounding surprised by the story.

Blair then thought to himself. “Why would they want to use his father as a sign? Could he really be Terran?” 

Blair’s guess was that Ragna wanted to use ‘Terran’ to attract the people and arouse them so he could get a perfect chance at attacking Barlow.

Blair suddenly spoke looking his father in the eyes, “Are you Terran?”

“Who is this Terran?” asked Blair’s father. “And why are people calling me that? My name is Rhames.” 

Blaze and Tina look as though they had just figured something out. They glanced at Blair and he looked back at them. 

“Mr. Burgundy,” interrupted Blaze. “How did Ragna’s Western Squad enter Barlow?”


“I don’t know,” said Blair’s father. “The town didn’t seem prepared for the attack. I swear… there were almost no men besides Ragna’s soldiers.”


“The mayor’s troops must have already assembled and left while we were sleeping,” said Tina gladly. 


“I think I’ll call it a night,” said Blair.


“Yeah, me too,” said Blaze.


“I like to watch the stars at night,” said Tina. “I think I’ll stay.”


Blair and Blaze leave the campfire and go to sleep under some blankets shaded by a tree.


Blair’s father, Pablo, Ross, and B.G. looked up at the sky.


“Amazing, aren’t they?” said Ross dazzled.


“Yeah,” replied Tina.


Tina started slowly falling back, still looking at the stars, until her back lay flat on the ground. She then closed her eyes into a dreamy sleep.

