Chapter 39: Let your light so shine 

  “ Any of you see Dagger?” I asked. Everyone shook their head not knowing what had happened to her. “ I guess I better look for her,” I said staring to walk out the door.

  “ Wait Heather! I am coming with you.” Zidane said running after me. 

   We looked everywhere for her, every district even on the roof tops of Lindblum castle. “ Where could she be? This is very odd that she would disappear like this.” I said to Zidane. 

   “ Do you think she could be in Alexandria?” He asked. “ Zidane your brilliant! I bet she is still sad about Alexandria being destroyed.” I said. We set off for Alexandria, side by side fighting battles together. 

   I enjoyed being with him, we talked along the way…entertaining each other with funny jokes. It made me laugh to hear his laugh, there was never a dull moment. 

   Once we reached Alexandria, our happy laughs turned into silent frowns. We saw homeless people in rags, sleeping on the streets and children shivering in the cold. 

   “ Oh, these poor people! It breaks my heart.” I whispered to myself as we walked to the murky waters. We met up with Baku who greeted us politely. 

   He greeted Zidane, then looked at me not knowing my name. “ And who is this chick?” He asked. “ Uh, Heather.” I said. “ Heather what?” 

  “ What do you mean by that?” I asked. “ He means what is your last name.” Zidane whispered to me. “ Um…this may sound silly but I don’t know my last name. I have been parentless ever since I was six.” I said. “ Don’t worry most of us don’t know our last names either.” Baku said punching me in the arm. 

  I rubbed the arm that I was punched by, “ Heh, heh don’t touch me.” I said seriously. “ For a guard you sure take things personally.” Baku replied. 

   “ Look it doesn’t matter, we just came to see if Dagger was here.” Zidane said. “ Yah, I saw that chick over there.” Baku said. “ ‘That chick’?” Zidane asked. 

   “ Do I need to repeat myself? She is over there!” Baku said impatiently pointing to the left, which was his right. With out saying goodbye we walked over to where Baku said. 

  I sat over the rail looking around to see no one or nothing. I decided to look into the waters…seeing my own reflection. 

   I put my hair behind my ears and watched as the mirroring image did the same. As I looked down I saw an image of Beatrix in the water. 

   I thought it was just an illusion but I looked to the other side of the harbor to actually see Beatrix! “ Beatrix! No wait come back!” Beatrix flicked her hair back and walked away. 

  I jumped off the railing and ran into the next doorway to where Beatrix was. I ran over to where she was and saw nothing except for Zidane on the railing like I did. 

   I ran back to him and panted. I looked back at where I was to see Beatrix again! “ Dang it Beatrix! Stay in one place!” I ran back to notice she was not there again!

   I looked across to Zidane who was now talking to Beatrix! I growled in anger and yet again ran back to where they were. 

   I was out of breath by the time I got there and practically collapsed. “ Welcome back home Heather.” Beatrix said to me. I held my hand to my heart breathing heavily. 

  “ Beatrix, I thought you were dead.” I said finally breathing normally. “ Well I guess that was just a rumor.” She said. “ I am so glad you are alright. Her Highness has been worried about everything and taking all the burdens.” I said. 

   “ We have been looking everywhere for her.” Zidane added. “ Have you tried the burial sight? If you find her there tell her that she doesn’t have to worry about Alexandria, and please give her this.” 

  Beatrix handed me a red stone. I looked at it against the sunlight it was a Garnet. “ It is very beautiful.” I said handing it to Zidane. 

  We ran up the stairs as fast as we could to see Dagger. Once we got to the top of the stairs, just as Beatrix said…Dagger was there. 

   “ There you are!” I said. “…Heather.” She replied. “ Dagger your voice! It has been so long since I…” “ I am sorry I kept you all worrying, I just had so much on my mind.” Dagger interrupted. 

   I nodded as Zidane pulled out the Garnet form his pocket and handed it to her. “ Is this, a Garnet?” She asked. “ Yah, isn’t it pretty?” Zidane asked. 

  “ It is beautiful.” She commented. “ Beatrix said to take it easy and not to put the weight of the world on your shoulders.” I added. 

    “ I just can’t help it, I feel as if everyone is watching my every move! I am not ready to be a queen…but everyone is counting on me.” Dagger said. 

   “ Well like this Garnet, it didn’t shine once but it said ‘ One day I am going to shine’! You are like the Garnet your day to shine will come.” Zidane said. 

   “ Maybe now isn’t your time to shine, but everyone has a moment to shine! Give yourself some time and someday you will shine brighter then anything else!” He continued. 

   I will never forget what he said that night…I knew that once the moment comes I would be able to shine as well! 

